[Read May ls?, 1865.] It is difficult to procure correct information relative to the prevalence of epidemic fever in Scotland in former times, seeing that, till very recently, no general system of registration was in force. It is, therefore, only by referring to the registers of the burial-grounds, to extracts from these published in the periodicals of the day, and to notices of the epidemics in journals, newspapers, and medical treatises, that any information can be procured on the subject. Many years ago I attempted to collect information from these sources as to the years when epidemics of fever prevailed in Scotland; but not being then aware of the importance of ascertaining the exact month when the epidemic appeared, and when it terminated, nor always having the means of determining these points, the following imperfect summary may limit the epidemics to one or two years, when they may have spread over more lengthened periods. These 
